Group Riding Etiquette

Large group riding can be a great way to share your love of the road with your fellow Motor Maids. In
order to ensure everyone has a safe and enjoyable ride there need to be some protocols in place. If everyone
knows the rules of the ride, then all you have to do is enjoy.

Role of the Lead: A lead is the one who makes any decisions pertinent to the ride.
Role of the Sweep: A sweeps job is simply to ensure that all of the riders arrive at the destination safely.

The first thing everyone must do:
Be prepared to leave the initial ride site with a full tank and an empty bladder.

Only you know the limits of your gas tank, so let the lead know before the ride day (if possible) how far
you can travel on one tank of gas. This will allow her to make stop changes in order to accommodate your
needs.

AGREE

[

DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION

Arrive on time. The lead rider should have let everyone know the ride plan in advance of ride day, but it is
up to you to google the route or come equipped with a map or GPS, so that you can find your own way
should something happen to separate you from the group. If possible the lead rider should have the phone
numbers of all of those in her group.

Each rider should carry a list of personal ID ie next of
kin, Dr. info, tel # and give copy to ride leader.

If you are a slower rider and you pull over because you
don’t feel comfortable with the speed, call the lead and

ﬁﬁ}”REE tell her that the speed is not comfortable for you at the
planned stop.
Good idea to get a phone list.
Can download contacts from website or download
district contacts.
Lead should print out ride to give to everyone.
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION

The lead rider must have a pre ride session at the meetup spot to make sure everyone knows the ride plan
and go over hand signals so everyone is on the same page. (These can be found on any google search and
are universal). The lead must get anyone who is not officially a Motor Maid, to sign a waiver before you
leave on a Motor Maid sanctioned ride.



Hand signals can be reviewed at Monthly Meetings,
group participation.

;T”ﬁlREE If it is an official MM ride.
What is official MM ride? Ride lead should define
before if the ride is official or not.
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION

AGREE

Know your skill level. The more experienced riders should ride in the front and back, with the less
experienced riders in the middle, and an experienced sweep at the back. Let the lead rider know where you
prefer to ride and she can set up the group.

New rider may want to ride on the left to stay away
from sand on turns, broken pavement. New rider slow
down on turns and move over.

DISAGREE REASON

Experienced lead yes. Less
experienced rider behind the lead as

SUGGEST they set the pace
ALTERNATIVE/ 5 y ) pace. er ok
MODIFICATION asS1er 10r a new rider to eep up.

We all must be patient with new
riders.

If the group is larger than 8, it should be broken up into smaller groups, that leave the initial ride site and
stops, in 2 minute intervals. This is a safety measure that will help ensure that we get through stop signs
intact and cars are not trying to get into the ride formation. It is up to the lead rider to form these groups.
Make sure each individual leader and sweep knows the route.

AGREE
||||ﬁ But it depends on the group.
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
! ALTERNATIVE/ S minutes
MODIFICATION

AGREE

Group riders must follow the staggered rider formations on straight stretches. The lead rider will take the
left position followed 1 second behind by the rider on the right. The third rider will be on the left and 2
seconds behind the left hand rider in front of them. As per the Motor Maid Handbook, page 29, we
would suggest that side cars, Spyders, and trikes, ride at the back. If the lead rider is on one of these bikes,
then they can decide to have similar bikes at the front, and the two wheeled riders will maintain their
positions behind them. This will allow the formations to be kept. A Single file formation should only be on
twisties, bad road conditions, or the lead rider hand signals for one only, example cyclist on the road. In
a single file formation you should maintain a distance of 2 seconds. There is no clear riding formations
for trikes, Spyders, and sidecars, but they should be afforded the same ride clearance as a car. Please
choose before the ride if you want to go on staggered or single file formation so everyone knows the
positioning.

Minimum 2 second behind same lane-sometimes we
are more thsn 2 seconds behind the person in front
when conditions change eg turns.. Spiders/trikes
should be at back other than lead /sweep as they are
hard to see around.



DISAGREE REASON

AGREE

SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/ Not behind sweep
MODIFICATION

At stop signs or lights you will tighten up the formation to stop side by side if you are on two wheels. The
left hand rider will leave first and the rest will follow in formation. Do not go out as doubles as this can
lead to much confusion for drivers especially at 4 way stops. If you are directed to do go out as a group by
another vehicle, please proceed with the utmost caution. Leave singly not as a massed group. Any rider
with more than two wheels should be in single formation at these stops for safety in consideration of lane
widths.

Depends on size of group and leader sets the
parameters for stopping. We can provide example.
Know your group.

DISAGREE REASON

SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION

When you leave a stop go as slowly as SAFELY possible to allow the other riders to catch up. When
coming off a ramp onto the highway follow the same protocols to maintain position as safely as you can.
Enter at a speed that will allow others to catch up and get up to highway speeds as soon as you can.
Remember, you are responsible for your own safety.

AGREE

7

DISAGREE REASON

SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION

Should be up to highway speed by
end of ramp.

Try and maintain a constant speed on group rides. If the lead rider notices that someone is falling back
considerably she should reduce her speed to compensate for that and then stop, when safely possible, and
find out the reason for the slow down. The ride is supposed to be a pleasure for everyone, so we can usually
work something out to make everyone comfortable in their own skill set. Riders must be aware of posted
speed limits.

AGREE

Sensitive area

DISAGREE

REASON



When you ride as a group we
should remember we are all new.
If the new rider thinks they need to
speed to keep up, this could cause
an accident.

SUGGEST Set out knowing everyone riding is

ALTERNATIVE/ comfortable in this position.

MODIFICATION The sweep is not able to do her job
with a gap in the middle of the
group.

Experienced riders should be riding
speed limit. Leader pull over and
find out issue.

If the lead takes a direction that is not the one in the original ride plan, stay together. Do not leave the
group; there is never a wrong direction only a new one to explore.

AGREE .
T Communicators are an asset.
DISAGREE REASON

SUGGEST

ALTERNATIVE/

MODIFICATION

Passing a vehicle. On a double highway, the leader signals and moves out. You must speed up to pass
and move back into your position in front of passed vehicle while maintaining a higher speed, to allow
the other riders to get in behind you safely. If not everyone makes the pass, those left behind the vehicle
will move into the correct left, right positioning and the front left rider now becomes the lead and makes
the next decision on when to pass to catch up to the group. If passing on single lane highway, use common
sense and only pass one at a time, using the same protocols as listed above.

AGREE Know your group’s riding abilities. Sweep can pull out
(1 to make room.
DISAGREE REASON
Sweep should secure the lane both
passing and re-entering lane *again
SUGGEST communicators with lead and
Il ALTERNATIVE/ sweep.
MODIFICATION Travel and pass as a herd group. Do

not like to pass and cut in
whenever- cars don’t like it.

The job of the Sweep, is a very important one as well. They must know the complete route beforehand and
have the phone number of the lead before the group leaves. She can keep an eye out for anyone she feels
may be struggling in the group formation and let the lead know so the rider can be made to feel more
comfortable. As the sweep, should anything happen to a group member, it is her responsibility to pull over
with the stopped rider and to let the lead know what has happened. If this happens, then the last rider in the
remaining group now becomes the sweep. This is why it is important to have as many phone numbers as
possible when you ride.



All riders are responsible for keeping an eye on riders

;IAHE}HREE behind and slowing down or pulling over.
Train some sweeps.
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
Tips and Suggestions
. You should maintain your ride position after every stop so that there is no chance of an accident in the

jockeying for a new position. If, at any stop, you would like to change your ride position for any reason,
please let the lead know and she will make the change and let everyone know.

AGREE
1111
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
J Don’t concentrate on the bike in front of you. Keep your eyes up and ride your own ride.

Ties in with #11. Ride your own ride but at some point
AGREE need to be able to ride at highway speed.
I But be aware of group ahead of you.

Constantly scan.

DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
. Learn your hand signals. It is also a considerate rider who taps her brake lightly once or twice to let the

rider behind know that she will be slowing down in an upcoming turn. Not everyone is comfortable making
turns at speed but, for safety you shouldn’t brake in a turn, so you need to let the rider behind you know
that you will be coming off the throttle sooner.

Backroads, consider road conditions, If a road is bad

ﬁﬁ}”REE each person should be watching themselves as signals
become too much.
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
. Consider time of day and direction of travel when planning your ride. The sun will be in your eyes when
riding west in the evening and make it hard to see.
AGREE

[
DISAGREE REASON



SUGGEST

ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
J On less than perfect roads, yeah we know, allow the rider in front of you room for maneuverability.
AGREE .
Spacing
[
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
J If on the day of the ride the wind conditions are strong, you may want to consider another ride date if you
have a light bike and are not comfortable with leaning into the wind.
AGREE
111
DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/
MODIFICATION
. Riding styles differ for many reasons; bike size, acceleration rates, a love of speed for some riders, a lack of

that love for speed in others. Not all group rides will be right for you, but there will be many rides that are,
so please do not feel you are letting yourself or anyone else down, if you choose to leave a ride. The key to
a great day: ride your own ride.

AGREE

I

DISAGREE REASON
SUGGEST
ALTERNATIVE/ Slow riders in back
MODIFICATION

All of the above are suggestions to make a LARGE group ride more enjoyable for all and are not a
sanctioned Motor Maid policy. Having said this, many of you are having been riding in groups for
a long time and may already be using most of these safety rules. We were asked to put this
together as a guide only. A lot of it is common sense, but the Motor Maid Waiver is, in fact, a
rule on any ride that is designated Motor Maid. This may include one where Motor Maid vests are
worn and/or the ride was set up on a Motor Maid page. We hope some of our new riders will feel
more confident riding with us as a group, if such protocols are in place.






